I should like to draw the attention of your readers to some important issues which I was made aware of when attending the sixth European Conference of the World Organization of General Practice (WONCA) in Vienna from 2 to 6 July. The opening session dealt with`The Continuing Legacy of Medicine of the Third Reich' and`Lessons of the Holocaust'. Issues such as apartheid, the death penalty in the USA, and torture were also discussed, and there was unanimous agreement, following my suggestion, that a working group should be set up to study the ethical issues of medical involvement in these horrors.
Perhaps of even greater concern to your readers will be the following facts. There is still continued use of the Pernkopf Atlas by Austrian medical students. The illustrations in this atlas are thought to be based on concentration camp victims, with the original artists using SS symbols in their signatures. There is also the unresolved case of Dr Heinrich Gross, an Austrian doctor accused of killing children in a Nazi euthanasia centre. Many of the brains removed from these children are still standing in an Austrian anatomical museum and cannot be buried until the case of Dr Gross is ®nally concluded. He recently claimed inability to plead at a court case and subsequently walked free. He then gave a perfectly coherent interview to the media, delighting in the case's outcome.
Finally, it is extremely sad that an Austrian, Professor Wolfgang Neugebauer, who is looking into many of these unresolved`medical issues', has had a case of defamation of character brought against him by Dr Jorg Haider, supported by the Austrian minister of justice.
I feel that your readers should be aware of some of these issues, on which I would be happy to supply further details.
Lotte Newman
The White House, 1 Ardwick Road, London NW2 2BX, UK
Experimental allergic encephalomyelitis and multiple sclerosis
Dr J N Blau makes some very good points in his review of Books of the Body: Anatomical Ritual and Renaissance Learning (August 2000 JRSM, pp. 446±447). The inertia in accepting new ideas is not con®ned to medicine. Before the notion of chemical elements could be accepted, the previous ideas of Aristotle (that the earth was composed of four elements) had to be discarded; this took many hundreds of years. New ideas are never very welcome. When Isaac Newton was professor of mathematics at Cambridge, no students attended his lectures.
Dr Blau considers that the production of experimental allergic encephalomyelitis (EAE) in monkeys, and the classi®cation of multiple sclerosis as autoimmune, did not help patients and may even have hindered progress. This is because of gaps in our knowledge of these conditions. American researchers in neuropathology have told me that EAE owes its discovery to the fact that in 1935 many monkeys in American laboratories had tuberculosis. The original experimental results have never been successfully reproduced; since then, Freund's complete adjuvant or a similar agent has been used at some stage in the experiments.
One source of error or misunderstanding is the fact that experimental pathologists and clinicians use the word relapse to mean different things. The relapses in multiple sclerosis occur about once every 15 months; and, since this is an average, the intervals will often be much longer. By contrast, in animals such as rats, with whole myelin used as the antigen, three or four relapses may occur in 2±3 months. This enormous difference indicates that the two types of relapse are completely different phenomena. When a relapse involves the human eye, the condition is called retrobulbar neuritis. I have never seen this described in animals, even monkeys. In humans it is associated with marked swelling of the optic nerve and 
